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PREFACE 

The inquifitive Reader will'naturally wonder, 
how a' Narrative, fo interefting in every Par¬ 

ticular as the following, and which was read with 
fuch Avidity near fifty- Years ago, Ihould again be 
brought forth : To this I can only fay, that my 
Profeffion inclines me to read and confider every 
Thing and con in the Way of my Bufinefs; and 
meeting with a Bundle of thefe Narratives, in an 
old Pamphlet Shop, I thought I might not only 
do fome Service to the Profeflion'of Midwifery in 
general, by this Re-publication; but that it was 
alfo due to a Gentleman, whofe Knowledge, 
Learning, Genius, and univerfal Benevolence, 
cannot be too much extolled. 

Dr. St. Andre is ftill living, and his long Life 
has been marked with many very interefting Pe¬ 
riods. In his early Days, he inftruded that good 
King, George the ift in Anatomy ; and it was at 
that very Period, that Mary Toft conceived, and 
became big with Rabbits. The King knowing (as 
he could not but know) how very ftrange a Thing 
it muft be for a Woman to kitten Rabbits, fent his 
Houfhold Surgeon, Mr. Ahlers, down to Godal- 
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ming. fo enquire into it; but as Mr. Ahlers could 
make neither Head nor Tail of the Matter, he re- ? 
turned to London ; and in Confequence of his j 
Report, the King was gracioully pleafed to put i 
Matters paft all Doubt, by fending down his own 
Anatom iff. Dr. St. Andre : Notwithftanding this, j 
there were many People then, (but ! hope there 
will be none now) who were weak enough to doubt ; ] 
the Fa61;; but fureiy, when they fee the refpedlable : 
Names of Mr. Moiineux, Dr. St. Andre, Dr. 
Howard fmy Brother Midwife) and, I might add, 
my old Friend Sir Richard Maningham's, (for 
he wrote in Confirmation of the Faft,) certainly 
it muft convince every rational unprejudiced 
Man, who pofTefTes a Grain of Phiiofophy, or 
common Senfe, That Mary Toft not only longed 
for Rdbbits, but that fhe conceived Rabbits, and 
was delivered of Rabbits. It may indeed be obje^f- 
ed, that the poor Woman was never delivered of 
a perfed compleat Rabbit; but neverthelefs; if the 
Legs were produced at one Time, the Head at a 
fecond, the Body at a third, and, the Skin at a 
fourth ; and thefe feveral Parts put together, would 
make up compleat Rabbits, it is all one ; for how 
often are we obliged to bore the Cranium of a 
Child, and to fqueeze out the Brains, in order to 
reduce the Head, or to take off an Arm or a Leg,' 
to effef^ a Delivery : All the Difference here is, 
that Nature did the Violence in this Cafe, (it be¬ 
ing only with a Parcel of Rabbits) which-we 

are forced to do, when we handle our Fellow- 
Creafures. 

Some 



PREFACE. V 

Some People were weak enough to fuppofe that 
Mrs. Toft was not only an Impoftor, but that Dr^ 
St. Andre, Sir Richard Maningham, and Dr. Ho¬ 
ward, were Parties concerned, and interefted ia 
the Event; for it is very true, that many humane 
People, and particularly the Fair Sex, did con¬ 
tribute largely to the Support of this fingularly 
affli6i;ed Woman ; but when it is known that the 
whole Money colle61:ed for the unhappy Sufferer, 
was not above two hundred Pounds, and that Sir 
Richard Maningham was then the firft Man-Mid¬ 
wife in London, and Dr. St. Andre the firft Ana- 
tomift in the World, and in high Favour with the 
King, fuch a Conje6i;ure muft fall to the Ground. 

Dr. St. Andre, in the following Pages, gives 
fuch unqueftionable Proofs of the Truth of thefe 
preternatural Produclions, and of his own great 
Abilities as an Anatomift, that it would be the 
higheft Abfurdity in any rational Being to doubt 
the Truth, or the Fad j for, fays he, in Page 5, 
‘‘ the Woman made but very little Water, had a* 
regular Pulfe, but fomewhat flow, a florid Tongue, 
and that between the Labour Pains ftie eat Beef, 
and preferred it to all other Food.”—Why they 
did not give her what fhe originally longed for, I 
much wonder ! I mean, I wonder why they did 
not give her Rabbitsfor bearing RabbitsVrom 
the Uterus, was no Reafon, in my humble Opi¬ 
nion, why they might not have been good for the 
Stomach : And indeed it might ha\^e prevented 
thofe violent Struggles the Animal made in the 
Uterus before the Deliveiy : Nay, I do not fee 
any material Reafon, why fhe might not have eat 
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a little Bit, now and then, of her own Rabbits; 
I mean fuch as Dr. St. Andre found were, in their 
rorm, and inteftinal Stru6i:uve, nothing difiPerent 
from Rabbits taken from a real Warren; we fee 
Cats often eat their own Kittens, without any In¬ 
convenience ; and it certainly tends to fome wife 
End which Providence conceals, perhaps very 
wifely from us. Page 12, Dr. St. Andre fays, 
‘‘ that the Stomach and Inteftines of natural 
Rabbits were fo notorioully different from thole 
Mrs. Toft was delivered of, that even the fucking 
Rabbits had Stomachs at leaf! three Times larger 
than thofe Parts were in the preternatural Rabbitjs, 
and that the Lungs were, in his Opinion, as nearly 
as he could judge, twenty Times bigger in Capa¬ 
city than thofe produced by Mrs. Toft. 

After what has been already faid, and what the 
difcerning Reader will learn from the Pen of Dr. 
St. Andre himfelf, I am unwilling to believe any 
Man of Senfe can doubt the Fadf. How the 
Rabbits came into the World piece-meal, is no¬ 
thing fo extraordinary, as we produce Pieces of 
Children frequently in the fame Manner; and as 
to their being ready fkinn'd, I confefs that is a 
phenomenon I am quite unable to account for; 
but as the Reader will be impatient to fee the moft 
material Parts of this Work, I fhall refer him to 
It, but not till I have related one very lingular 
anecdote of Dr. Howard, a Gentleman whofe 
Name is fo often made honourable xMention of in 
the following Narrative : 

I believe 
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I believe there are few Men who have not heard 
of Bird Fancyers, Beaft Fancyers, &c. See. but 
this fame Dr. Howard was a Toad Fancyer ; and 
really kept a great Number for his daily Amufe- 
ment: And I know a Gentleman of Truth and 
Honor, who aifured me that Dr. Howard took it 
ill of him that he would not ride five or fix Miles 
out of his Way, in order to take a View of his 
Colledlion of Toads ! Now, if it had fo happened, 
that Mrs. Toft had produced living Toads inftead 
of dead Rabbits, (and certainly a Toad was as na¬ 
tural as any other Quadruped) in that Cafe I con- 
fefs we might have attributed it to the Force of 
Imagination, and that the Woman, knowing the 
Do6lor to be a Toad Fancyer, and being big with 
fourteen or fifteen Children, might upon firfl: fee¬ 
ing the Dodlor, think of his Collection of Toads, 
and become a Toad Fancyer too; for there is no¬ 
thing more certain, than that Women frequently 
long for, nay, and aCtually eat. Things at that 
Time which they would abhor at any other; a very 
fingular Inftance of longing happened lately within 
my own Knowledge: 

A young Woman, rpy Patient, had been fe- 
duced under a Promife of Marriage; and during 
her Pregnancy fhe longed for a plain Gold Ring, 
fuch a one as a Lady of her Acquaintance, who 
had been rather more fortunate in her Amours, 
wore upon the third Finger of her left FI and : 
When this young Woman’s Labour Pains came 
on, I was fent for, and in a very fhort Time 1 de- 
li7ered her of a fine Male Child, with a plain Gold 
Ring on the third Finger; and upon drawing it 

off, 
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off, I found engraved round the inner Circle, 
Two are better than one and as I was appre- 

henfive it might difturb the Mother, if I had men¬ 
tioned the Subje6t of her Longing, and the Con- 
fequence thereof, I fecretly put the Ring into my 
Pocket; and am ready to fhew it to any Lady or 
Gentleman, who will honor me with their Com¬ 
pany, at my Houfe in Figgtree Court, near Gol¬ 
den-Square. 

ANDREW CLITOR. 
London, 

March i, 1774. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

SINCE the above Preface has been wrote, a 
very extraordinary Account of a Woman be¬ 

ing delivered of four Toads, within this laft Year, 
has appeared in the Journal Encylopedique, publifhed 
Monthly at Paris by Bouilon. 

That the French Nation are many Years be¬ 
hind us in Matters of Philofophic Enquiries, is 
paft a Doubt, and here is a recent Inftance of 
it. The Man-Midwife who attended the Toad- 
Woman of France, in the fame Manner as Do61;or 
St. Andre did the Rabbit Woman-of Godaiming, 
and who adually delivered the poor Girl of 
three live Toads, and one dead one, in the Pre¬ 

fence 
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fence of the Vicar, and a great Number of Spec¬ 
tators, was weak enough, not only to fufpett a 
Fraud, but foolifh enough to publifh to the World 
his Ignorance and Folly. He infmuates, that the 
Girl, having conceived a great Diflike to a young 
Man, with whom fhe had been too familiar, con¬ 
trived this wicked Method, to be avenged of him ; 
and gave out, that he was a Sorcerer, and had 
Dealings with the Devil ; and to evince the Truth 
of her Affertion, (he repeatedly declared, that fhe 
was pregnant by the faid young Man, with Toads, 
and that fhe heard them croak, (and fo did many 
of her Neighbours alfo) in her Body : This fhe af¬ 
firmed many Months before the Time of her De¬ 
livery. When her Labour Pains came on, the 
Man-Midwife, the Vicar, and a great Number of 
her Neighbours, were called in to be Witneffes of 
the Fa6l j and fhe was a6fually delivered of four 
Toads, three alive, and one dead! and yet, ftrange 
to. believe it ! neither the Vicar, nor the Midwife, 
are convinced that the Girl is not an Impoflor . 
The former was called upon to chriften the Toads 
by the tumultuous Rabble; but he infifted upon 
it, that though many Chriflians are Toads, Toads 
are not Chriflians ; and they are a^ually now fo, 
ignorant, fo weak, or fo wicked, as to have com¬ 
menced a Profecution agairifl the poor innocent 
Girl, for debafing her Nature, aggravated by en¬ 
deavouring to deflroy and put to Death a young 
Man, who had been guilty of no other Crime, than, 

fimple Fornication with her. 

It is therefore hoped, that Dr. St. Andre, whofe 
great Knowledge in Anatomy, in Botany, Mufic, 

b ' Mathematics, 
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Mathematics, Surgery, Midwifery, Archite6lure, Sc 
the Mechanics, has been fo univerfally known and 
admired, will exercife thofe amiable Virtues, which 
are known only to his private Friends and Ac¬ 
quaintance, and fet out immediately for Pans, and 
ufe his utmoft Endeavours to exculpate the poor 
Toad-breeder, when fhe is brought to Trial; and not 
let a poor innocent Girl fuffer, when he has it in 
his Power to aflert upon his own Knowledge, a 
limilar Circumftance, which happened to a Pa¬ 
tient under his immediate Infpe^lion; I fay, a 
limilar Circumftance; for though Mrs. Toft was 
delivered of dead Rabbits, and the French Girl of 
live Toads, yet they were equally extraordinary ; 
and as Dr. St. Andre has put the firft Inftance paft 
all Doubt, (as the difcerning Reader will prefently 
fee) it feems incumbent upon him, on the Score, 
not only of Humanity, but Philofophy alfo, to 
attend the Trial of a poor innocent Girl, who may 
otherwife fall a Sacrifice tO' the Bigotry and Su- 

'perftition of a Popifti Prieft, and an ignorant 
Quack : And fortunate it is for us, that we have 
fuch a Man among us, who is able to inveftigate 
Nature, to explode vulgar Errors, to dete6l Falfe- 
hoods, and in Spite of the Prejudices of Men of 
Learning and fcientific Knowledge ; ftand forth 
a Champion for Truth, not only in private Con- 
verlation, but announce it to the W or Id under his 
great and refpe6lable Name. 
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SHORT NARRATIVE 

Of an Extraordinary; 

DELIVERY, See. 
* 

Hatever may be the Fate of this 
Account, I think myfelf indiC- 
pehfably obliged to relate the, 
Fad:s that I faw, and tranfadted 
myfelf, as alfo the Reafons which 

firft induced me to enquire into the Truth of 
fuch an extraordinary Event; but I here de¬ 
clare, that I take on me no other Part of this 
Narration, than that in which I was adlually 
concerned. 

As Mr. Howard intends fhortly to publilh 
the whole Account, and prove every Circum- 
ftance of it, by fuch Evidences as will put this 
Matter out of all Poffibility of Doubt, I muft 
refer to him for feveral Particulars here omitted. 

And as it will be irapoffible to judge im¬ 
partially of this Fadf, till the Evidences above- 
mentioned are produced, it cannot be doubted 

A 2 but 
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but all fuch Perfons as are not governed by 
prejudice, or fome worfe Motive, will fufpend 
their Judgment till thefe Fadls come to their 
Knowledge by a more certain Way, than by 
flying Reports and Conjectures. 

The firfl: Intelligence I received of this 
Matter, was on the 5tb Inftant, when I faw a 
very particular * Account ot a Woman living 
at Godlimah^ lately delivered of five Rabbets 
by Mr. "^ohn Howard^ Surgeon, at Guilford \n 
Surrey^ a Man of known Probity, Character, 
and Capacity in his Profeffion, who has prac- 
tifed Midwifery for above thefe thkty Years. 

This Account was again confirmed by two 
'•)- Letters from the faid Mr. Howard, the firfl 
dated*'-AVj. the 6th, 4 o’Clock in the After¬ 
noon, the Subftance of which is, That from 
the 4th Inftant to the dth he had delivered 
the Woman of three more Rabbets; that the 
laft of them had leaped rn her Belly for the 
Space of eighteen Hours before it died, and 
that the Moment' it was taken away, another 
was perceived to ftruggle for Birth. 

The fecond is dated the 9th, and is 
here tranferibed verbatim^ viz. 

S I SINCE I wrote to you, I have taken or de¬ 
livered the poor Woman of three more 

Rabbets, all three half grown, one 'of them a 
* This Account v/as taken the 4th Inftant at Guilford by 

Mr. DanJenant, ,, 
•t. Xhe laCUcrs were directed to ^XuJjAvcnant, 

: dun 
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dun Rabbet-, the laft leaped twenty-three 
Hours in the Uterus before it died. As foon 
as the eleventh Rabbet was taken away, up 
leap d the twelfth Rabbet, which is now leap- 
ing. If you have any curious Perfon that is 
pleafed to come poft, may fee another leap in 
her Uterus^ and (hall take it from her if he 
pleafes, which will be a great Satisfadion to 
the Curious. If fhe had been with Child» £he 
has but ten Days more to go, fo I do not know 
how many Rabbets may be behind : I have 
brought the Woman to Guilford for better 

Convenience. 
1 airty Sir, 

Tour humble Servant, 
John Howard. 

Jf you fend a Perfon, let him 
bring a Letter from you^ 

Thefe Letters, with others to Perfons of 
Diftindion in Town, which all agreed with 
the above-mentioned, were Efficient to make 
me defirous of being convinced perfonally of a 
Fadl of which there was no Inftance in Na¬ 
ture. Accordingly, on the 15th Inftant, I at¬ 
tended the Honourable Mr. Molyneux, Secre¬ 
tary to his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, 
who was inclined to enquire into the Truth of 
this extraordinary Cafe, and defired me to go 
with him to Guiljord. We arrived there at 
about half an hour after two in the Afternoon. 
We fent to Mr. Howard, who came to us im- 

mediately, 
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mediately, and told us that the Woman was 
ac'^tually in Labour of the fifteenth Rabbet. 
Wc had not been at his Houfe long, before the 
Nurfe who attends the Woman came to call 
Mr. Howard to her, file being then in one of 
her Labour Pains. 

She was lodged over againfl: Mr. Howard"s' 
Ilcufe ; we found her dreflTed in her Stays, fit¬ 
ting on the Bed.-fide, with feveral Women 
near her. I immediately examined her, and 
not finding the Farts prepared for her Labour, 
I waited for the coming on of frefh Pains, 
which happened in three or four Minutes, at 
which Time I delivered her of the entire 
Trunk, ftripped of its Skin, of a Rabbet of a- 
bout four Months Growth, in which the 
Heart and Lungs were contained with the Di¬ 
aphragm entire. I inftantly cut off a Piece of 
them, and tried them in Water; they feemed 
but juft fpecifically lighter than it," and Mr, 
Molyneiix preffing them to the Bottom, they 
rofe again very flowly. The Heart was very 
large, and its Foramen Ovale entirely open 5 
the Lungs were remarkably fmall, and of a 
much darker Colour than commonly the 
Lungs arc of fuch Rabbets who have breathed 
for fome Time. No Perfon but myfelf touch’d 
her, from the firft Time that I had examined 
her, to the Time of her being delivered by 
me. Her Pains were pretty fmart, and lafted 
for fome Minutes ; they went oft the Moment 
(he was delivered, and (lie feemed chearful 

' and 
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and eafy j walked by herfelf from the Bed- 
lide to the Fire, and fat on a Chair, where I 
examined her, and found, that in the courfe of 
the Fallopian Tubes there were fome Inequali¬ 
ties, but more fenfibly on the Right Side of 
her Belly j which made me conjedure that 
the Rabbets were bred in thofe Tubes, and 
only came into the Uterus when they gave her 
thofe Agitations, which, according to the Ac¬ 
count of Mr. Howard^ and of leveral other 
Perfons, were fenfibly felt many Hours before 
their Exclufion. 

As there was no Blood nor Water that iffued 
from the Vagina, after I had delivered her, I 
again examined that Part, and found it not in 
the leaft inflamed or lacerated. 

Upon examining her Breads, I found Milk 
in one of them, but only a little yellowiflz 
Serum in the other. 

Her Pulfe was regular, but fomewhat low ^ 
her Tongue florid 5 and upon afking for her 
Water, thofe about her anfwered, fhe made 
very little, and that they had not faved any. 
'' She informed us, that in the Intervals 6fher 
Labour Pains Ihe was tolerably eafy, and had 
no Inclination for any Sort of Food but Beef. 
V About two Hours after we had left her, they 
came again to call Mr. Howard, flie being at 
that Time in violent Labour Pains; but he 
a;id myfelf were gone to fee the Mayor, who 
\yas then ill. The Nurfe that attended her 
had delivered her, before our Return, of the 

lower 
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lower Part of a Male Rabbet, which’we found 
to tally with the Trunk which I ,had before 
extradted. This was alfo ftript of its Skin, and 
compleatly perfedt in all its Parts, but more 
manifeftly fo in thofe of Generation. ' 

In the Return of this Animal, which remained 
affixed to the Body, we found five or fix Pellets, 

• much of the fame Colour and Confiftence as • 
the common Dung of a Rabbet, little Bodies, 
like dried Fragments, being matted "together 
with a mucous Matter, The like was obferved 
in fome other Parts of thofe Rabbets which 
had come away before. In the, other Bowels 
there was a dirty-coloured Mucus, of the "Na¬ 
ture of that which is conftantly found in the 
Bowels of all fcetus Animals, and whichi in 
thofe that void their Excrement in Pellets, is 
commonly hard and dry ; but the Matter in 
the Guts of the firft Animal was of an entire' 
different Kind, Colour and Subftance, fronx 
any of the reft, this being like Kttle Filaments 
of an Animal Subftance. In the Middle of 
the Gut Ilium of this Creature, T found a very 
flcnder, brittle, white Body, of the Length of 
half an Inch, which in Shape was like very', 
fmall Fifti-bones. 

• Between fix and feven the fame Evening we 
again vifited her; we had not been there long,'^ 
before fhe fell into violent Labour Pains, info- 
much that four or five Perfons could hardly 
confine her to an Arm-chair. As foon as the 
Violence of the firft Pain was fomewhat abated; 

I ex- 
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I examlaed her as before, and found the 
ginu perfeilly clear, and the Orifice of the 
.Uterus fo far clofed,. as not to admit of the 
little Finger. I conftantly flood before hej, 
nor did any Perfon whatfoever touch her, du¬ 
ring that Time. After three or four very 
flrong Pains, that lafted fevcral Minutes, I de¬ 
livered her of the Skin of the abovefaid Rab¬ 
bet, rolled and fqueezed up like a Ball, with- 

' out the leafl Moifture or Blood about it; uppn 
, which fhe recovered of her Pain. - 

From that Time I did not ftir from before 
her, nor did I withdraw my Hand, but to 
deliver the Skin to a Stander by. 

About ten Minutes after, as near as I carx 
judge, fhe again fell into Labour Pains, tiro 
more fudden and fhort than the former 5 at 
which Time I again delivered her of the 

, Head of the Rabbet, with the Fur on. Part of 
one of the Ears being torn off, alfo without 
any Blood or Moiflure; And as to thefe tw'o 
Deliveries, and particularly as to the Circum- 
flances of the latter, Mr. Molyfieux having 
drawn up an Account of this whole Affair, 
for his own private Safisfadtion, immediately 

■ upon our Return to London^ I beg leave to 
refer, for the Convidtion he had of the Truth 
thereof, to that Account, which I have .his 
leave to fay, he will communicate to any'Gen¬ 
tle man that is defirous to perufe it. 

After this fhe foon grew eafy, and Mr. Uow^ 
ard gave her a lleeping Draught. 

B ' About 
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About ten In the Evening we faw the Wo- 

inan tor the laft Time, the being then in Bed, 
Having felt her Belly, I found it foft, except 
thofe Lumps, which ftill were in the fame 
Place as before-mentioned. 

Between the Times of vifiting the Woman, 
we examined the feveral Rabbets, which were 
all kept feparate in diftindt Pots, with Spirits 
of Wine, in the Order that they were brought 
away. 

The firft Animal did not appear to be’ a 
perfedl Rabbet in all its Parts, three of the Feet 
being like the Paws of a Cat, the Stomach and 
Inteftines like thofe Parts in the fame Animal, 
as alfo the Shape and Figure of the Thcrax% 
the Lungs and Heart of which were entirely 
out of their natural Situation, and fqueezed 
out between the upper Ribs and Vertebra of 
the Neck, to which Parts they fircugly grew 
and adhered. The Lungs of this Creature, 
had they been placed in their natural Cavity, 
would not have filled above a fixth Part of it: 
The Bones of this Creature being alfo different 
in Subftance and Structure from thofe of com¬ 
mon Rabbets, the Head and one Paw only 
excepted. 

All the other thirteen Animals were, in every 
'Particular, like well-formed, common, natural 
Rabbets, from the Size of two Months Growth 
to four. They were all broken in Pieces, and 
much in the fame Manner. I fhall deferibe 
thefe Pieces in the Order that Mr. 

told 
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told us they had commonly been brought a- 
way. Firft. the four Paws with the Fur on ; 
then the Liver and Inteftincs; the Trunk and 
Shoulders in another Part. In three or four 
Animals the loins feparated from the Os Sa^ 
crum; and in the reft, the I/chium and Thighs 
in one Piece, with the Loins; the Head with 
its Fur, and laftly the Skin. 

When all thefe feveral Parts were put toge-' 
ther in their proper Order, they manifeftly 
made up, and appeared to belong to the above- 
mentioned Animals; but the Vifcera were want¬ 
ing in four or five of them. One remarkable 
Circumftance is, that moil of thefe Animals 
were Females, as far as I could judge. 

The Heart and Liver of thofe which we ex¬ 
amined, appeared much larger than ufual, 
when compared with the Lungs and Intejiines 
v/hjch belonged to them, which on the con¬ 
trary were extremely fmall. The Ccecum and 
Colon^ yfhich are remarkably large in Rabbets, 
appeared not to exceed in Bignefe the other 

, Inteflines, and the fpiral Strudlure of the Ccecum 
, was -not yet unfolded 3 the Stomach was in 
^ like manner much contracted, and its Pilorus 

very flreight and narrow. I could not difeo- 
. ver, in any of the Livers that I examined, the 
, Du^us Feno/us, nor the Implantation of the 
^ X^mbelkal Vein in that Organ. 

I opened three or four of the Hearts, and 
found in every one of them the Foramen Ova/e, 

and DuBus \Arteriofus fully open, the tvvo 
B z Trunks 
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Trunks of the DefcenJant Ca^va united at the 
right Auricle of the Heart, agreeable to that 
Structure which/is peculiar to natural Rabbets, 

and fome few other Animals. 
The Flefli' of thefe Creatures, particularly 

of that which I extradfed,* had ‘the Smell of 
Rabbets juft killed ; and the Subftance of their 
Bones were, in all Refpeifts, like the Bones of 
^Fcetus Rabbets 5 in feveral of them the EpipbyJ'S 
were feparated from the Bones themfelves. - 

• All the Heads which I examined had their 
’compleat Number of Teeth, four Cutters be¬ 
fore, and ten Grinders on each Side, but they 
-appeared not in the leaft worn nor ftained, as 
the Teeth of other Rabbets are by Maftication. 
' The Nails of the Paws were moft of them 

- exceedingly fliarp. , - ‘ 
The Skins were all produced, being drefled 

' in Allum ; they were of feveral Colours as to 
their Fur, wliich w^as confiderably long, and in 
one particularly (which"was the fifth Rabbet,) 
that Part which covered the Head was curled. 

The Rabbet which I extracted weighed one 
' and twenty Ounces Avoirdupoize^ making an 

Allowance for one of the Paws not yet come 
' away, and Part of the Vifeera that were loft. 

From all thefe Confiderations I was fully 
* convinced, that at the fame Time that the ex¬ 

ternal Appearance of thefe Animals was ex- 
^ aclly like fuch Creatures, as muft 'inevitably 

undergo' the Changes that happen to adult 
Animals, by Food and Air; they carried within 

them 
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them the ftrongefi: Marks of Fcetusty 6ven by 
fuch Parts as cannot* exift in an Adult, and 
without which a Fcetiis cannot poffibly be 
fuppofed to live. This, I think, proves in the 
ftrongefl Terms poffible, that thefe Animals 
were of a particular Kind, and not bred - in a 
natural May ; nor will there be any Doubt 
remaining (even with the leaft knowing in' 
thefe Watters) when thofe Parts* which are 
fubfervlent to the Circulation of the Blood, and 
Nourilhment between an-adult Creature, and 
\\.% Foetus are brought away, which I*am fully 

■fatisfied muft fliortly happen, or, if retained, 
be the Gaufe of this Woman’s Death. . . 

All thefe Fads were verified before his Ma- 
jefty, on Saturday Nqv. the 26th, by the ana- 
tomical Demonftration of- the firft, the third, 
fifth, and ninth of thefe Animals, which were 
compared with the Parts of-two natural Rab¬ 
bets, the one of the Age of four Months, and 
the other of five Days, Dr. Steigerihal znd Dr. 

being’prefent. 
I fliall with all convenient Speed publilh the 

Anatomy of thefe prasternatural Rabbets, with 
• their Figures taken from the Life,' and com¬ 

pared with'^the Parts of Rabbets of the fame 
Growth,-that the Differences beforementioned 
•may be fully underlfocd. 

In the mean w^hile, I {hall relate w^hat ap- 
• peared in the Diffedion of two Rabbets, which 

1 performed in the Prefence of Mr. Molyneux^ 
the very Day that w^e returned from Guilford; 

the 
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the one was of four Months growth, and much 
of the Size of that which I had taken from the 
Woman, the other was barely fifteen Days 
old. The Lungs of the larger were, as nearly 
as I can judge, twenty times bigger in Capa¬ 
city than thole of the prsternatural one, and the 
Lungs of the fmaller were at leaft eight times 
the bignefs of the forementioned j both thcle 
were exceedingly different, in Colour and Con- 
fiftench, from thole of the pra2ternatural Rabbet. 

'The Foramen Ovale of the fmaller Rabbet 
was more than two thirds open, and that in 
the larger was fo far clofed, as but juft to ad¬ 
mit a very fmall Probe. 

• As to the Stomach and Inteftines, the Dif¬ 
ference was lb notorioufly great from thofe w’e 
had.examined, that even in the fucking Rab¬ 
bet, the Stomach and Ccscum were at leaft 

- three times larger than thofe Parts in the prte- 
ternatural ones. 

I lhall give no other Account of the Wo¬ 
man, than what I think pertinent to this Sub- 

■ jedt. By thb fevcral Queftions which I put to 
her, I was informed, that Ihe was born and 

- bred at Godlyman; fhe feemed to be of a 
healthy ftrong Conftitution, of a fmall Size, 
and fair Complexion , of a very ftupid and 
fullen Temper: She can neither write nor 
read : She has been married about fix Years 
to one JoJhua Toft, junior, a poor Journeyman 
Clothier at Godlyman, by whom Ihe has had 
three Children. The Account fhc further gave 

of 
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of herfelf, ^Vas, that on the 23d oiApril 
as (he was weeding in a Field, (he faw a Rab¬ 
bet fpring up near her, after which fhe ran, 
with another Woman that was at work juft by 
her; this fet her a longing for Rabbets, being 
then, as (he thought, five Weeks gone with 
Child. The other Woman perceiving we Was 
uneafy, charged her with longing for the Rab¬ 
bet they could not catch, but (he denied it. 
Soon after another Rabbet fprung up near the 
fame Place, which (he endeavoured likewife to 
catch. The fame Night (he dreamt (he was 
in a Field with thofe two Rabbets in her Lap, 
and awaked with a (ick F'it, which lafted till 
Morning ; from that Time, for above three 
Months, (he had a conftant and ftrong Defire 
to eat Rabbets, but being very poor and indi¬ 
gent, could not procure any. About feventeen 
Weeks after her Longing, (he was taken with 
a Flooding and violent Cholic Pains, which 
made her to mifcarry of a ,Subftance that (he 
faid was like a large Lump of Flefh. Three 
Weeks after this, (he was again taken with a 
Flooding, and voided another Subftance like 
the former, but not fo large. Notwithftanding 
thefe Accidents, (he did not perceive herfelf to 
grow lefs, but continued with the Symptoms 
of a breeding Woman ; infomuch that in the 
Beginning of September^ as (he was working in 
the Hop-ground, the Milk flowed profufely 
from het Breads; and as (he had Children 
before, (he thought (he felt very differently 

from 
/ 
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from what (lie ufed to do. That on the 2yth 
of September laft fhe was taken very ill in the 
Night/and fent for her Mother^n-law, wh9 
is a Midwife, and a neighbouring Woman, at 
which time Ihe voided fomewhat, which (he 
took to be the Lights and Guts of a Pig, which 
her' Hulband carried to Mr.* Howard, who 
fome Days afterwards came to her, and deli¬ 
vered, her of fome Parts of the Animal firft 
mentioned.- After a Fortnight (he was church¬ 
ed; and* thought all was over with her. She 
told me that her Hulband had not cohabited 
with her from the Time of her firft Miicar- 
riage; and that after the firft Rabbet was 
brought away, fhe had one regular menftrual 
Evacuation. 
• The Account Mr. Howard gave was, in 
every material Circumftance, the fame with 
the Womans Relation. He faid, the Gi^ts 
and Liver (as he thought) of a^Rabbet were 
brought to him, but he never knew or heard 
of the Woman or her Friends till then, and 
that at fiift he took this to be intended as an 
Impofition upon him, but was at laft with 
much Peiiuafion prevailed on to go to aflift 
her at Gcdlyman ; that he did accordingly deli¬ 
ver her of Part of the firft Rabbet; that he 
attended her at Godlyman, till (he was delivered 
of the ninth Rabbet; but that it being very' 
inconvenient to attend her there, which made 
him.negkd all his other Bufinefs, he had 
brought her to GuUJord for better CuLveniency. 
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Mr. Hvwnrd further related, that when fhe 

was delivered of one Rabbet, another was im¬ 
mediately felt in her Belly, ftriiggling with 
fuch Violence, that the Motion thereof could 
be fenfibly felt and feen j that this Motion has 
fometimes been fo ftrong, as to move the Bed¬ 
clothes, and that it has lafiied for twenty and 
above thirty Hours together. This particular 
Fadl was unanimoufly agreed on, and attefted 
by moft of the People at GiiUJordy who have 
had the Curiofity to go to fee her, and was 
confirmed to Mr. Molyneux and myfelf by a- 
bove ten different Perfons, who all feemed to 
be indifferent in this Matter. 

Mr. Howard further told me, that, during 
this Motion, (he was. always free from Paini 
and chearful; but that immediately upon the 
ceafing of it, fhe grew fick, ^ and fo6n began to 
perceive her Labour-pains drawing near ; that 
upon her firft Pains, the Bones of the Animal 
were fenfibly heard to fnap and break by the: 
violent convuliive Motions of the Uterus. This 
laft Circumftance was like wife related by the 
fame Perfons that attefted the former. Ho 
further added, that fhe had four Breakings of 
Waters jn the coming of the Rabbets, altho*’ 
in no great Quantity. 

On Wednefday the/23d Inftant, I fet out 
again for Guilford, with Mr. HAnteny^ being 
refolvcd to bring the Woman to Town, if 
there was any further. Profpecff of more Rab¬ 
bets. We arrived there atone in the Afternoon, 

C and 
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and we found Mr. Howard ftanding at his 
Door, who told us, that (he had been delivered 
of two more Rabbets fince I had feen her, and 
that he hoped all was over, being he did not 
perceive in the Uterus any Motion as ufual. 
I vifited her fcveral times that Day, and pro¬ 
ceeded in every refp-dt as before ; her Pains, 
which, when I faw her the firft Time, were 
mixed with Intervals of Quiet and Reft, now 
were conftant and fixed on the right Side of 
her Belly her Pulle was more irregular ; (he 
deferibed her Pain as if very coar(e brown Pa- 
per was tearing from within her. Towards 
eight o Clock that Evening (he voided a-Piece 
of one of the Membranes of a Placenta, rolled 
up like Parchment; when it was extended, it 
meafured about fix Inches over The next 
Morning, as I was packing up fbme" of the 
Rabbets to bring to Town with me, Mr. How^ 
ard was lent for over, and Mr'. D'Anieny, Dr. 
Bampe, and myfdf attended him. We found 
her in exquiiite Torture, and after feven or 
eight Minutes, fhe was again difburthened of a 
Membrane, in Strudure, Shape and Size ex- 
adly like the former. This was the firft Part 
that I faw come from herewith fome EfFufion 
of Blood., She did not feem in the leafl: relieved 
after this Operation, her Pulfe continued irre-^ 
gulafj her Tungue white,'and her Urine deep¬ 
ly ftained with a Mucm and livid Blood. 

Mr. Ablers having been at Guilford, by his 
Majcfty s Order, (as Mr. Howard told us) to 

enquire 
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enquire into the Truth of this Fadl, was fully 
convinced of it, as he hiinfelf declared, having 
aflifted the greateft Pait of Sunday the 20th 
Inftant, at the Delivery of fome of the i6th 
Rabbet, which he brought to Town with him. 
But as on this Occafion his Behaviour has been 
reprefented here different from what it was at 
Cuilfordy I cannot better vindicate that Gentle¬ 
man’s Charadler, than by fubjoining the fol¬ 
lowing Affidavits, which were taken in the 
Prefence of Mr. DAnteny and Dr. JHampe, 
And that the Truth, fo far as it relates to this 
Point, may be known, 1 think he is ftridlly 
obliged, in Juftice to the Public, forthwith to 
give an Account of what he faw and tranfafted 
there, as I here have done. 

hondon, Monday 
Wfi'V. 28. 1726. 

N. St. Andre. 

I Have carefully read the above Narrative. Whe- 
iher the Animals mentioned therein were prater- 

naturally produced in this Woman^ or that a I^raud is 
pradiicabfe in this Ca/Oy I do not take upon me to fay: 

-Gentlemen who are fufficient Judges will determine that 
“Matter upon proper Evidence, 1 can only certify^ That 

1 did draw up a Relation as is above-mentmiedy whichy 
in the moft material Circumftances of Fadty agrees with 

this Narrative 5 and I can further affirmy that I did 
not perceive the leafi Circuwfiance of Fraud in the 

Condubi of this Affair while I was at Guilford., 

Nov. 29,1726. 
S. MolyneuXw 

I 
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‘ ^OHN HOIVARD of Guilford^ in the County j 
‘ J of Surrey^ Surgeon, maketh Oath, That on 
‘ Sunday, the’20th Day of this inftant. Month of i 
‘ 'Novemberat or about ten o’Clock in the Morn- 
‘ ing, he, this Deponent, was called home to a 
‘ Perfon who told him his Name was Ahlen; that i 

* he came to lee Mary Toft; that he was ordered | 
‘ by his Majefty to attend her till all was over; 
* and that he was Surgeon to his Majefty’s 
‘ Honfliold. And tSs Deponent faith, That, at j 
‘ that* very Time, the Nurfe of the fakl Mary \ 
‘ Toft came to acquaint this Deponent, that the | 
‘ faid Mary Toft was in Labour: And thereupon 
‘ this Deponent’carried the faid Mr. Ahlers over to 
‘ her with him, and having touched her in his 
‘ • Prefence, defired him to examine her, for that he 
‘ found all things ready for a Delivery. That 
‘ Mr. Ahlers did accordingly examine-, but this 
‘ Deponent finding that he did not haften her De- 
‘ livery, nor that he proceeded as one who un- ' 
‘ derftands Midwifry ihould do, this Deponent 
< dire(51:ed him how to-proceed in the Extraction, 
‘ which, after fome time, Mr. Ahlers effedled, hav- 
‘ ino- brought away the Loins and inferior Parts of 
‘ a Rabbet, of about three Months Growth. That 

- ‘ after this Mr. Ahlers told this Deponent, and all 
‘ the Perfons prefent, that he was fully fatisfied, 
* and convinced of the Truth, and that he could 
‘ have no Doubts after fuch Proofs. That, at the 
‘ fame time, he gave the Woman a Guinea, ex- 
‘ preffing great SatisfaClion, and promifing that 
‘ he woSd procure her a Penfion from his Ma- 
‘ jefly : That he repeated the fame Things to 
‘ Mr. Tho. Hovoard in this Deponent’s Prefence, 
‘ nor did he olier any Objections or Doubts to 
‘ them. That fome time alter Mr. Ahlers defired 
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‘ to touch the Woman again but as at the time 
« before he had put her to a great deal of unne- 
‘ ceffary Pain, this Deponent defired him to for- 
‘ bear. That feme time after Mr. Ahlers laid be 
‘ was not well, and that he mull haften back to 
‘ London. That this Deponent prelTed him to ftay, 
‘ that he might afiift at the bringing away of the 
‘ Remainder of the Rabbet, but could not prevail 
‘ 6n him; and foon after he accordingly fet out 
« for London, although it was almoft dark. 

John Howard.* 

JuT- vicejtfno quinto die Noyembrisj 
jinno Reg, Regis Geo, 13* - 
Anno Dom. coram 

Jos. Burtt, Mayor, 
James Cliffton. 

c 
< 
c 

c 

6 

C 
C 

c 

TWfARY TOI'Y, the Wife of JoJhua Yoft, of 
Godlyman in the County of Surrey, Cloth- 

worker, and Mary Cojlin, Nurfe to the faid Mary 
q'oft, feverally make Oath, That Mr. Ahlers de¬ 
clared it was wonderful People would not be¬ 
lieve a Fad that was fo true as this appeared to 
him, and the faid Mary Toft faith. That Mr. 
Ahlers examined her Breafts, and found Milk in 

one of them. _ 
The Mark of 

Man t Toft. 

^ur. Die y Anno fupradi£l, cora?n% 

The Mark of 
siMary -VCoJlenJ*. 

Jos. Burtt, Mayor. 
James Cliffton. 
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I'ntHf.h: HERMES of GuilM, In Che 
&»rro. \ , bounty of Surrey, Widow, maketh'Oath. 

That on Suriday, the 20th Day of this inftant, 
‘ N^ember, at about four in the Afternoon, Ihe 

asked Mr. who dined then at her Houfe- 
bearing the Sign of the White Heart, whether he 
Wieved this Account; and his Anfwer was. 
That he fully did believe it, To which this De- 

* poiient replied; Then, I hope, Sir, you will 
^ convince a great many Unbelievers when you 

- return to London^ as fome other Gentlemen have 
. already done; to which he faid he fhould. as 

^ this Deponent apprehended. 

Eliz, Helmes, 
. • * •' 

Juu quinto die’^ovemhnz 
An. Reg. Regis Geo. 13. ^nno 
Domini, lyzd, cor am, 

, Jos. Burtt, ?»layor. 
James Cliffton. ^ 

j the Wife of John Sands of 
Guilford in the County of Surrey, Sadler, 

^ maketh Oath, That flie was conftantly in the 
^ Room on Sunday the zoth inftant with Mr. Ah- 
‘ lers, from eleven in the Morning to three in thfe 
^ That Mrs. Helmes called him to 

Dinner; that during the whole time the Woman 
was in violent Labour, and that he did not leave 
her in all that time'but to go to Dinner. That 
this Deponent fays, Mr. Ahkrs examined the 
Woman’s Ereafts, and found Milk in one of 
them, and that (he heard him fay, he was ofr 

! Majefty to attend the faid Woman, 
Afary ^oft, till it was all over. And further 

^ iiith. 
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‘ faith* that the faid Mr. Ahkrs faid he would cn- 
‘ deavour to get the Woman a Penfion from his 
* Majefty, or Words to that EfFedt, on his feem- 
* ing fatisfied of the Mifery the Woman underwent. 

Olive Sands.* 
Die Jnno 

Jupradt^, coram 

Jos. Burtt, Mayor. 
James Cliffton. 

* ctHOMAS HOfVAR'D of Guilford in the County Ouilford i 
‘ of Surr^, Surgeon, maketh Oath, That on*" 
‘ Sunday the 20th Day of this inftant. Month of ^ 
* ddovember^ this Deponent went to fee the poor 
* miferable Woman ^oft^ about three of the 
‘ Clock in the Afternoon, where he found in her 
‘ Chamber one Mr. Ahkrs^ a Surgeon, who told 
‘ this Deponent he was come to fee her the faid ’ 
‘ Woman, and that he was ordered by his Ma-^ 
‘ jefty to attend her till it was all over. That the 
* faid Mr. Ahkrs himfelf, in the aforefaid Cham- 
‘ ber, fhewed this Deponent the Loins and infe* 
‘ rior Parts of a Rabbet, which he told this De- 
‘ ponent HE EXTRACTED HIMSELF OUT OF THE 

‘ Uterus. That this Deponent asked him, what 
‘ his Opinion was in this Cafe ? To which he an- 
‘ fwered, and told this Deponent, he was fullv 

‘ CONVINCED AND SATISFIED THAT IT CAME 

* OUT OF THE Uterus. That then the Deponent 
‘ asked him, if it was pofiible it could be forced 

I • or thruft into the Uterus? To which his Anfwer 
‘ was. No. That after this Deponent was with 
‘ him at the White-Hart Inn in Guilford^ and there 

I \ Mr. Ahkrs repeated part of what he had faid be- 
i J fore/ 
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‘ fore. That this Deponent there prelTed him 
‘ very much to ftay all.Night, to take away all the 
« reft of the Parts of the aforefaid Rabbet: Upon 
‘ he faid he had a'Giddinefs, and a turning 
‘ r^nd in his Head with a Pain on .his Neck and 
‘ Shoulders, and a Sorenefs of his Throat, which 
‘ made him very uneafy, and that he was relblved 
‘ to go back to London. That the faid Mr. Mlers 
* gave the Woman Money, and told her he would 
‘ procure her a Penfion, and fo took his leave of 

her. And this, Deponent faith, that the faid 
Mr. Ablers went from Guilford about five of the 

; Clock in the Afternoon. 
Tho. Howard.! . * 

l^ur. *vlceJimo Jeptimo <//^>Novembrl5 ' 
. Anno'Reg, Regis Geo. ^c. i 3. Anno) ' * 

Dominii 1726, coram, : * 

- ; -r ^ 

Jos. Burtt, Mayor; ' ^ ^ , , ' ' 
James‘Cliffton, 
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